ry 


By the King. 


A Proclamation againſt the diſorderly Printing, 
vttering, and diſperſing of Bookes, Pamphlets, &c. 


ä ereas the three and twentieth day of Tune, in the eight and 


#7) Hi twentteth peere of the Reigne of Our late deare Siſter, Queene Eli- 

29 UV|| zabcth, foꝛ the repꝛeſſing of ſundzy intolerable offences, troubles, and 

> 1| diſturbances, as well in the Church, as in the Ciuill Gouernmentof 

the State and Common-weale , occaſioned by the diſoꝛderly Painting 

and Selling of Bookes, a Decree was made in the High Court of 

Starre-chamber , containing many iuſt and pꝛouident O2dinances 

7 foꝛ pzeuenting of thoſe inconuentences; And amongſt the reſt, That 

el No 065 no perſon oꝛ perſons ſhould impꝛint, oꝛ cauſe to be impꝛinted, any 

SED EZ Wa) Booke, wozke, oz Copy, àgainſt the fozme and meaning of any Re- 

ſtraint 82 D2dinance, contained, oꝛ to be contained in any Statute 02 

Lawes of this Realme, oꝛ in any Iniunction, made oz ſet fooꝛth by her Maieſtie, oz her Pztute 

Countell, oz againſt the true intent and meaning of any Letters Patents, Commiſſions, oz Pꝛo⸗ 

hibitions vnder the Great Seale of Exc. a xo, oz contrary to any allowed Ozdinance, ſet 

downe foꝛ the good Gouernance ofthe Company of Stationers within the City of London, bpon 

paine of impziſonment by the ſpace of fre Moneths, without Waile oꝛ Mainepꝛilſe, and ſuch fur- 

therpuniſhmentas in the ſaid Decree is let downe; Andthat euery perſon that ſhould wittingly 

ſell, vtter, put to ſale, binde, ſtitch oꝛ ſow, oꝛ wittingly cauſe to be ſolde, vttered,put to ſale, bound, 

ſtitched, oꝛ ſowed, any Bookes oꝛ Copies whatſoeuer, Pꝛinted contrary to the intent and true 

meaning of the Ozdinances oꝛ Articles afozefaid, ſhould ſuffer thꝛee moneths impꝛilonment fo? 

his oꝛ their offence, The true intent and meaning of which laid Decree hath beene cautelouſly 

abuſed and eluded, by Pꝛinting in the parts beyond the Sea, and elſewhere, as well ſundzy ſedi⸗ 

tious, ſchiſmaticall, and ſcandalous Bookes and Pamphlets, as alſo ſuch allowed Bookes, 

Woꝛkes and Wattings, as haue beene impꝛinted within the Realme, by ſuch, to whom the ſole 

Pꝛinting thereof by Letters Patents, oꝛ lawfull Ozdinance oꝛ Authoꝛitie doeth appertaine, ac- 

coding fo the true intent of the laid Decree, and by impoꝛting the ſame into this Qur Realme. 

Wee willing, not onely to tread in the ſteps of Our laid deare Siſter, but to adde ſuch further 

ſtrength as ſhall be meete, to thoſe pꝛouident and good Oꝛders made in Her time, Hauethought 

fit to publich and declare vnto all Our Subiects, That it is Our expꝛeſſe Will and Commande⸗ 
ment, that the laid Decree be from hencefoozth ſtrictly obſerued, and put in execution, 


And to meet with the malice and craft of ſuch, as by eight o2 cunning ſhall attempt, oꝛ goe &- 
bout to vndermine, 62 auopd all oz any part of the ſapd Decree, woe doe ſtraitip pꝛohibit and fozbtd, 
that no perſon oꝛ perſons whatſoeuer, either Our naturall bozne Subiect, Dent zen. oꝛ Stranger, 
doe at any time hereafter, either within Our ownt Domtinions oꝛ without tmpaine, oꝛ cauſe to be 
unpꝛinted, oꝛ bangin, oꝛ cauſe to be bꝛought in, into this Our Nealme, oꝛ ſow, ſtitch, binde, ſell, 
put to ſale, ozdiſperſe any feditious, ſchiſmatitall, oꝛ other ſcandalous Bookes, ozPamphlets 
whatſocuer, oz any other booke oz bookes (though lawfull oꝛ allowed to bee Pꝛinted by fuch to 
whom the Printing thereof doth belong) which ſhall be ꝛinted contrary tothe true intent of the 
ſayd Decree, oꝛ ſbalbe Pꝛinted out of this Realme , of purpoſe to anoyd the ſayd Decree,o2 any 
p2ohtibitton oꝛ reſtraint tontepned in any Letters Patents, Pꝛiuiledge.oꝛ iawfull ozdinance, vpon 
paine of Our indignation and heaup dilpleaſure, and of the paines, puniſhments and impaiſon- 
ments, tonteyned in the layd Decree, and ſuch further tenlures, as by Pur Court of Star. cham⸗ 
— — high Commiſſion rcſpectinely, (hall be thought meet to be inflicted on them, foꝛ ſuch their 
8 ences. | | | 
And we doe ſtraitly charge, authoꝛiſe, and command the Maſter and Keepers, o2 Wardensof 
the Myſterie oꝛ Arte of Dtattoners ofthe Citie of London, and their Succeſſo2s and their Des 
puties, that they from time to time (taking with them ſuch Officers, as in, oꝛ by their Charters 
oꝛ the ſatd Decree are appointed) doe makecarefull and diligent ſearch foꝛ all ſuch ſcandalous and 
offenſiue Bookes oꝛ Pamphlets, as are, oꝛ ſhall be impoꝛted into this Realme, oz here impꝛinted. 
contrary to this Dur Royall Commandement, and ſeize the ſame, and doe their vttermoſt 
indeuours, al well fo: ſuppꝛeſſing thereof,as foꝛ bꝛinging the Offenders vnto Yultice, as they the 
— = as wardens, and their Deputies,and euer of them will anlwere their neglect at their 
perils: | | 4. 
Willing, and hereby ſtraitly charging andcommandingalland euery Our Juſtites of Peace, 
Mayozs, Dheriffes, Bayliffes, Conſtables, and Headboꝛoughes, and all Cuſtomers, Comptrol⸗ 
lers, Dearchers, Wayters, and all other Dur Officers, Miniſters, and Subiects whatſoener,as 
they tender Pur fauour, and will anopd Our indignation and diſpleaſure, from time to time, to 
their vttermoſt powers, to ſee this Pur Ro pall pleaſure duely executed, and to be apding and aſſi- 
ting to the perlons bekoze mentioned in the due exetution of this Our tommandement. 


Giuen at Our Mannour of Hampton Court, the fiue and twentieth day of Septem- 
ber, in the one and twentieth yeere of Our Reigne of Great Britaine, France, 
and Ireland. 


God ſaue the King. 


« Imprinted at London by Bonham Norton, and Iohn Bill, 
| Printers to the Kings moſt Excellent Mateſties 
M. DC. XXIII. 


5 34217 


